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not of any great antiquity, and perhaps cannot be traced further back than the thirteenth century. The chief differ1 ence between this garment and the surplice, was that its sleeves were narrower than those of the latter; for we. do not perceive in any of the ancient pictures of English Bishops, those very wide and full lawn sleeves which are now used.
ROOD.    A Crucifix.
ROODLOFT. A Gallery where a crucifix or rood and other images, usually those of the Virgin Mary and St. John, were placed. They do not appear to have been used in the Church of England before the fourteenth or fifteenth century, and since the Reformation they have been discontinued.
ROGATION DAYS. So called from " rogare" to beseech. They are the three days immediately before the festival of Ascension. These Litanic or Rogation Days were first instituted hy Mamertus, Bishop of Vienna, in the fifth century. Maraertus was not the originator of litanical supplications, but he was the institutor of the Rogation fast, and the first who applied the use of Litanies on these 'days, accompanied with public processions, continued till the era of the Reformation. In the Church of England it has been thought fit to continue the observance of these days as private fasts. There is no office, or order of prayer, or even single Collect appointed for the Rogation Days in the Prayer Book; but among the homilies there is one designed for the improvement of these days. The requisitions of the Church are " abstinence," and " extraordinary acts and exercises of devotion."
ROSARY. A bunch or string of beads, on which the Roman Catholics count their prayers.
RUBRICS. Rules and orders directing how, when and where all things in Divine service are to be performed: which were formerly printed in a red character, as now generally in an italic, and therefore called Rubrics from Rubrica, which in Latin signifies a red colouring, vermilion, &c. All the clergy of England solemnly pledge themselves to observe the Rubrics.
RURAL DEAN. An ecclesiastic who is appointed to order the ecclesiastical affairs within his deanery or pre-